
A heartfelt thank you – Looking back on a 
historic Duathlon World Championships 2026 

Dear athletes from all over the world, valued volunteers, sponsors, and fans 

Yesterday, Sunday, Zofingen proved once again why it is the undisputed 
capital of the sport of duathlon. Hosting the Powerman Long Distance 
Duathlon World Championships was a world-class sporting celebration that 
will live long in our memories. The fact that we welcomed 15 % more 
participants to the starting lines this year and achieved excellent media 
coverage underscores the ongoing success and appeal of our event. 

First and foremost, my big thanks go to you, the participants from around 40 
nations. You conquered the toughest duathlon course in the world with unstoppable 
determination, passion, and outstanding sportsmanship. We also extend our warm thanks to 
our international governing body World Triathlon for the great partnership and the trust placed 
in our organisation. 

Special congratulations go to our two elite World Champions who made history yesterday: 

• Merle Brunnée (GER), who fought back impressively despite a crash and crowned herself the 
sole record winner of Powerman Zofingen with her fifth World Championship title. 

• Émile Blondel-Hermant (FRA), who dominated the men's race and ran to gold with a 
magnificent new course record. 

Such a major event would be impossible without the tireless efforts of our hundreds of 
volunteers, local authorities, sponsors, and the fantastic spectators along the course – thank 
you very much for your support! 

We are already looking forward to seeing you again next year! 

Stefan Ruf 
Präsident Powerman Zofingen 

 


